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“We match budgets With aspirations,” says Fowler Homes Christchurch 
director ivan stanicich. “We work together to deliver top quality with a budget in 
mind.” so when it came time to build this lavish new home, he was confident he 
could match the home’s ultimate design with the specified budget. 

words Soraya NicolaS     photography aNja leNNer

Simple Style 
& Sophistication
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Large in proportion and exhibiting an undoubtedly 
designer quality throughout, the contemporary new 
house is what most people would describe as dream 
worthy. the colours are contemporary, much like the 
home’s design, and extravagant wallpapered surfaces 
and luxurious fittings are paired in a sophisticated 
manner with the homeowners furniture. 

because it is a family home, the owners wanted the 
house to feel modern and stylish, while at the same 
time being practical for family living. this was taken to 
the extreme for the kids, with a fantastic dual ensuite 
placed between the children’s rooms, leading through 
from their own walk-in-robes. the classic two storey 
home is approximately 420 square metres in size, and 
also features a media room off the main bedroom, and 
the ultimate gourmet kitchen complete with butlers 
pantry taking pride of place downstairs. 

at Fowler homes, their real point of difference is their 
personal one on one contact with all homebuilders.     
after delivering cantabrians with exceptional houses for 

26 years, they now build all over new Zealand. “90% of 
our business is referral; our proof that we offer homes for 
your style of living built by your style of builder.”

after working alongside ivan for many years, merv 
cronin of Cronin Design has a good idea of what Fowler 
homes christchurch expect from their new houses. For 
this home, merv’s brief was to devise the best visual 
look possible, incorporating ivan’s vision for the house, 
and implementing all the necessary requirements 
stipulated by the homeowners. “because the owners 
knew what they wanted, it made the whole process 
very simple,” says merv, who came up with plenty of 
suggestions throughout the design phase to fine tune 
the home’s design. 

after building for many years, merv decided to take 
a step back from tiresome, physical labour and put his 
energy into designing homes instead. it has certainly 
paid off, with his enthusiasm for creating workable, 
stylised plans leading to a very busy business. at cronin 
design, it’s all about fast, efficient service at a reasonable 

cost, and with merv’s background as a builder, his plans 
always reflect practical construction methods.

proud to have been associated with Fowler homes 
from the very first home they built, PlaceMakers 
Riccarton are a one-stop shop for the prominent 
building company. starting with the pre-nail frames and 
trusses and all of the necessary foundation materials, 
placemakers riccarton literally supply most of the 
products and materials required for the construction 
of all houses built by Fowler homes in christchurch. 
“From the foundations to roofs and everything 
in between, right through to lining and finishing 
products, we can supply it all,” says simon buckingham 
of placemakers riccarton.

as most probably the largest building materials 
company in new Zealand, placemakers stock everything 
builders and diY renovators need for most construction 
related projects. placemakers riccarton have been at 
their premises for 50 years now, so they are recognised 
as being a long-serving and reliable company, with staff 

who always provide specialist advice to all customers. 
Fowler homes also often source many products from 

placemakers riccarton in the finishing stages of construction, 
and for this home they supplied the sleek rinnai arriva gas 
fire, as well as most of the bathroom fittings. 

the homeowners wanted to create a definitive point 
of entrance for the home, and so decided to incorporate 
a modern, natural stone feature wall that runs through 
to the inside and protrudes outside. the next task was to 
source an equally impressive front door, so they turned 
to Independent Doors, who created a thoroughly stylish, 
modern entrance door. “doors are a fashion product, and 
independent doors strives to be a trend setter within the 
industry,” comments the director of the company. 

independent doors also supplied the home with all of 
the interior doors, which feature a horizontal V-groove style 
to achieve an interesting architectural aspect to the home. 
made from mdF, the flat panel hollow core doors are pre-
hung by nature, and some over-height dimensions were 
made for certain rooms. 

Private and sheltered, the outdoor areas flow generously from the interior, and 

Provide a great Place for the homeowners to relax and watch the children Play. 

the natural stone wall and dramatic, dark door draw visitors into the home, 

and set the tone for the statuesque house. 
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 While the interior doors are all made from wood, 
the homeowners chose aluminium joinery for all the 
exterior windows and doors. From Rylock Canterbury, 
the aluminium joinery is modern and stylish, with a real 
emphasis on clean, sleek lines. strong and heavy duty, the 
joinery has been made from a reliable and trusted quality 
system. 

all of the aluminium from rylock canterbury can be 
powder-coated to any colour to suit they style of a home, 
and was selected in titania for this modern house. satin 
chrome premium hardware was also supplied, to match the 
look and colour of the aluminium. 

because rylock canterbury has been operating in the 
region for quarter of a century, they have been able to 
create a real niche market for their superior product. some 
of their most popular styles are showcased in this home, 
with euro-sliders, flush sill doors and complementary flat 
faced frames all incorporated. 

Fowler homes are all about quality, which is ultimately 
one of the reasons why they regularly use cladding materials 

from James Hardie. For this house, well-renowned 
Linea weatherboards from James hardie were selected, 
in a 150mm profile, against matching Linea trim for the 
windows. installed by recognised Linea weatherboard 
installer bevan mcKeich cladding, the exterior of this home 
has the appearance of wooden boards, but without the 
hassle. 

the Linea boards do not rot, twist or warp, making it 
an ideal surface for low maintenance new homes of any 
style. the boards have been designed using the latest 
technology, to ensure exceptional durability, stability and 
strength. tongue and groove ends provide flush joints, and 
eliminate wastage on-site.

because Linea weatherboards are manufactured pre-
primed, they can be painted to any colour, with the 
owners of this house favouring soft, earthy tones. the 
unique wood-look boards even feature deep shadow 
lines, to capture the essence of a traditional Kiwi home 
design, suitable for modern or character houses. “Linea 
weatherboards provide today’s look for tomorrow, with 

a perfect mix of traditional styling and revolutionary 
technology,” enthuse the James hardie team.  

chosen to work with the traditional lines of the 
weatherboards, Fowler homes christchurch used corona 
shake textured tiles for the roof. From the extensive 
range available from Gerards, and manufactured by ah1 
roofing, the tiles provide the home with a traditional 
look and are low maintenance by nature. 

the gerards corona shake style is one of the longest 
lasting products available on the market, and is now 
exported to over 65 countries. the tile is made from 
lightweight Zinc aluminium new Zealand steel, and then 
moulded into a strong profile in the shape of a wooden 
shake. several layers of resin are then applied, with a natural 
stone texture also added, and the tiles are then baked in 
a specially designed temperature zone, to produce the 
hardwearing, long lasting texture surface. 

according to gerards, who have now been in business for 
over 50 years, the secret to the strength of the corona shake 
tile is to do with the double-pressing method. this adds 

a unique ‘profile on profile’, resulting in a roof that allows 
necessary foot traffic on the roof when required.  

once the owners had decided upon the roof and exterior 
cladding materials, they had to choose a garage door profile 
to suit the overall design of the home. selected in a colour 
to match the window trims, the garage doors were supplied 
and installed by Bowmans Garage Doors. breaking up the 
design by effectively separating the two garages with a wall 
in between has made the doors a real feature of the exterior, 
particularly for visitors first approaching the home. 

bowmans garage doors specialise in a variety of 
different custom-made garage doors as well as openers, 
and also provide a full installation service. to create a 
feature for the home, that was also unique and stylish in 
appearance, bowmans garage doors recommended the 
owners to select a negative detailed panel, and had the 
doors manufactured by ashton doors. 

the garage doors have been powder-coated to provide the 
best surface available, in colour white, although the panel 
door can be painted to virtually any colour. 

classical in aPPearance while utilising the latest technology, James hardie linea 

weatherboards are the ultimate modern cladding material. the gerards corona 

shake tile roof has been considerately Paired against the cladding. 

the house was designed through a combination of efforts. while the designer 

ultimately came uP with the end Plan, the owners were very involved, and kePt 

tinkering with the floor layout until it was right. 
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For the home’s interior surfaces, Fowler homes 
christchurch preferred to use Dulux paints, due to their 
complete range of coatings and quality products. all of the 
walls inside the house have been finished with two coats of 
interior dulux Wash & Wear, in the recommended advance 
Low sheen appearance. For the wet areas of the house, 
such as the bathrooms and laundry, dulux aquanamel was 
chosen in a semi-gloss. 

dulux Wash & Wear has become one of the leading 
interior paint choices on the market, because of its rather 
revolutionary new technology named aquasmart. this 
system effectively forms a repellent barrier over the surface 
of the paint, which protects water-based stains from 
penetrating through to the wall. this new quality found in 
the solution is in addition to the super-tough acrylic finish 
that Wash & Wear has always been known for.  

the outside of the house was also painted with dulux, 
from the exterior Weathershield range, which comes with a 
ten year warranty. an X10 low sheen was used on the Linea 
weatherboards and the soffits. 

trusted with applying the dulux paint, and with 
preparing all of the surfaces prior to application, was 
Spencer Painters; who always work with Fowler homes 
christchurch on their new house projects. For this home, 
spencer painters applied top of the line paint, to create the 
best quality, long lasting surfaces possible.

starting with spray equipment, to ensure maximum 
coverage was achieved, spencer painters then proceeded 
to apply the top and final coats with brushes and rollers. 
For residential projects, spencer painters have a team of 
specialised tradesmen, with separate specialists used for 
commercial and industrial work. sean connelly of spencer 
painters believes it is their long standing reputation in the 
industry and dedicated crews of painters working for them 
that keep them in constant demand by builders. “We’re a 
large established company that has grown along with the 
industry,” he says. “We paint smiles on peoples faces all 
through canterbury.”spencer painters provide a five to ten 
year guarantee on all their paintwork, and are known to 
always stand by their product and service.

selecting the appropriate lights for any house is an 
important task, and Fowler homes christchurch often send 
their homebuilders in the direction of Lighthouse Lighting. 
starting with a lighting plan and progressing to the supply of 
required products, Lighthouse Lights ensure that the lighting 
chosen for a home reflects the customers own personal 
tastes, as well and the architectural features of a home. 
consideration is always given to energy efficiency, as well as 
overall sustainability. 

Lighthouse Lighting are a partner of Future proof building, 
so they strive to ensure each light fitting and design meet the 
requirements of not only energy efficiency, but also quality, 
the lifecycle of the product, and making sure lighting is used 
creatively while being mindful of the guidelines. 

because the living areas in this home are large and well 
used by the whole family, Lighthouse Lighting aimed 
to develop a flexible living environment, that not only 
worked with the design of the interior, but also gave the 
homeowners the exact result they deserved. the majority 
of brands installed into the home are from the latest 
styles direct from europe and north america.

to install all of the lighting, Fowler homes christchurch 
turned to the experienced crew at Caltec Electrical 
Ltd. in charge of all the internal and external lighting, 
and completing a full lighting plan for the home after 
liaising with the owners, caltec electrical Ltd installed 
conventional lights and completed the other general 
electrical work. 

external lighting was introduced to create a definitive 
appeal to the front of the home at night, with the 
inside of the home well lit with 12 volt halogen lighting 
throughout. to keep the house as up to date as possible, 
caltec electrical Ltd supplied and installed a c-bus lighting 
system, so lighting scenes can be quickly activated for 
all of the rooms. the hallway is monitored by lighting 
sensors, meaning even if your hands are full with shopping 
bags, the lights can operate on a hands-free basis. the 
c-bus system is common in many new homes now, and is 
installed to suit the needs of each individual household. 

caltec electrical Ltd also installed the underfloor tile 
heating and controls, to keep the homeowners feet warm 
on chilly christchurch mornings. 

this house is essentially all about luxury, meaning 
everything included in the interior design plan had to 
be meticulously selected. Fowler homes christchurch 
regularly use Dores for Floors for much of the interior 
requirements, for not only their extensive range of carpets 
and other floor coverings, but also due to their ongoing 
willingness to continually source the best products. 
conveniently located alongside both The Tile Warehouse 
and Precision Stone, and incidentally owned collectively, 
the trio of shops cater to a wide range of home design 
requirements. 

earth tones and neutrals feature throughout this home, 
from seductive, thick carpets to stylish, cool porcelain 
tiles in the bathrooms. at dores for Floors and the other 
two stores, many of the staff are qualified as interior 
designers. this means that not only is their product range 
extensive, from carpets and vinyls to stone benchtops, 
their staff are all well-equipped to assist in aiding the 
often difficult decision-making process.     

· detailed thought went into the 

lighting design Plan for the home, 

with each sPace being carefully 

scrutinised to make rooms feel 

bigger, warmer and more inviting. 

· inside and out, the Paint of choice was 

dulux. the arriva gas fire sets the mood 

for the lounge. 

· a bold wallPaPer choice is a dramatic 

backdroP for the master bed. 



70 | homestyle 70 | homestyle

· for the family. breakfast 

bars are ideal for informal 

dining situations.

· each room has its own 

distinct feeling, and the 

kids rooms are true to their 

individual Personalities. 

· dual vanities allow the 

children to enJoy their 

own basin and sPace in their 

shared ensuite. 



70 | homestyle 70 | homestyle

most of the tiles within the home were supplied 
by Designa Ceramica Tiles, who are one of 
christchurch’s leading suppliers of italian and 
other imported styles. all tiles available from the 
company are selected from leading international 
manufacturers, in order to secure the world’s best 
tiles, at largely affordable prices. 

the tiles chosen for the home reflect the stylish yet 
practical nature of the interior, with floor to ceiling 
ceramics used in all the bathrooms. the floor tiles 
in the kitchen are a similar light colour, and make 
the area easy to clean while looking great. it was also 
important for the tiles to complement the natural feel 
of the stone wall, which is visible from the kitchen. 

While designa ceramica tiles sourced and supplied 
the tiles for the homeowners, it was Tile Contracting 
who installed them. because they have been involved 
in many varied and large projects over the past seven 
years, from multi-million dollar homes to small 
units, Fowler homes christchurch were confident tile 
contracting were right for the job. 

tile contracting advised the homeowners to select 
different sized tiles for the varied looks required 
throughout the house. in small areas for instance, larger 
tiles are often recommended to endow a room with a 
sense of space. “We try to incorporate design ideas with 
practical and functional finishes,” says one of the tilers. 
and their work has been recognised on a national level, 
with tile contracting taking out the supreme bathroom 
award, after featuring as part of several house of the 
Year awards for different homes. 

one of the most impressive aspects of this house is the 
kitchen, which was entirely custom designed to meet the 
homeowners needs.  placed strategically within the home 
to interface with the open-plan nature of the floor plan, 
the kitchen is a true modern masterpiece. 

made and designed by Sockburn Joinery, the kitchen 
was planned and created in much the same way as a 
house is developed. the homeowners consulted regularly 
with rachael Koppe of sockburn Joinery, to devise the end 
plan, which cleverly incorporates multiple work areas, a 
breakfast bar, and a full butlers pantry. 

meltecca was used for the kitchen joinery, in colour 
rock salt, with melamine in colour burmese selected 
as the negative detail feature to the back panels and for 
the thick island ends. the wide benchtops are a 38mm 
Formica profile, in colour snow sand all of the benches 
have a tight-form edge profile, which creates a modern 
square edge look, while eliminating sharp corners. 

sockburn Joinery were also involved in making the 
cabinetry for the laundry, as well as the required joinery 
for the master walk-in-robe. meltecca in colour dark oak 
was used for the wardrobe. 

also working on the bathrooms and kitchen, 
M.T. Wright Ltd had a huge role to play. plumbing is one 
of the most important and necessary components of any 
new house, which is why Fowler homes christchurch like 
to work with the best. m.t. Wright Ltd completed all of 
the plumbing related requirements for the home, as well 
as fitting the bathroomware, such as the taps, toilets and 
shower equipment, and everything for the kitchen. 

as a member of the new Zealand master plumbers 
association, m.t. Wright Ltd offer homeowners a     
stress-free, qualified and guaranteed level of 
workmanship. they have been in business for 30 years, 
and can not only complete any plumbing job, but can also 
source top-quality and stylish fittings for bathrooms, 
kitchens and laundries. 

all of the tapware selected for the home is protected by 
water strainers and over-pressurising valves. m.t. Wright Ltd 
also installed the gas water heating system for the home.

it’s easy to see why the kids love their bedrooms so 
much in their new home; not only do they have a shared 
ensuite, they also have individual walk-in-wardrobes. 
designed and manufactured by Wardrobe World, the 
company in charge of all of the fittings for the home’s 
wardrobes and storage areas, the walk-in-robes are a real 
luxury inclusion for any home.

to keep clothes and other items in the best 
environment possible, Wardrobe World supplied the 
clairson ventilated shelving system and the metrobe 
solid shelving system in the appropriate areas. 
aluminium sliding doors were used throughout, to 
maintain the contemporary décor of each room. 

Fowler homes christchurch regularly refer homebuilders 
to Wardrobe World, to look around the showroom and 
speak directly with staff members about the products they 
stock. once the homeowner has a clear idea of what they 
ideally want, a Wardrobe World consultant visits the house 
to discuss the best design to meet the requirements and 
space allocation within the home. 

With such a dedicated team working to create this 
sumptuous new home, it’s no wonder the end result is 
fantastic. the homeowners are understandably thrilled, 
and are delighted to be coming home to such a luxury 
abode at the end of each day. •

· the sPacious scullery is one of the 

homeowners favourite Parts of the 

interior Plan. a great way to keeP any 

messiness away from the kitchen, and 

excellent for storage. 

· the children each have their own 

walk-in-robe, as do mum and dad in 

the sumPtuous master suite. 

· ceramic tiles are stylish yet 

Practical for the kitchen, and keePs 

the area in touch with other natural 

choices throughout the home. 


